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This interview in being conducted on Wednesday, June 9, 2010 with Mr. Dante 

Ruffolo at the Indian Prairie Library in Darien, Illinois.  My name is Deb Barrett.   

 

Mr. Ruffolo was born on June 26, 1923, in Chicago, Illinois.  He is a retired 

purchasing manager from American Flange and Manufacturing Company.  He 

learned of the Veterans History Project after an Honor Flight, and Sherry Gillespie 

here at the Library talked to him.  Mr. Ruffolo has kindly consented to be 

interviewed for this project.  Here is his story. 

 

 

 The (discussion) with Gillespie comes later.  Paul (Mr. Ruffolo‟s son) got me on 

the Honor Flight.  He started everything.  

 

So he started the whole thing, and Sherry Gillespie came later.   

 

 Yes.  She‟s the one who got me the interviews with the papers and you. 

 

Very good! 

 

 

Life Before Entering Military Service 

 

Dante, just before you went into the service, what was your life like?  Where were 

you living?  What were you doing? 

 

 Before I went into the service I was living in Chicago at 1140 S. Francisco.  To be 

honest with you, we did have a little problem there.  Because of the neighborhood being 

Jewish – I don‟t know how my father did this ...  My brother was graduating St. Ignatius 

… 

 

High school. 

 

 Yes.  And we were in the neighborhood that had the „42‟ gang and the „home‟ 

gang and all that other stuff.  So my father decided to move out of the Italian area.  And 

what does he do?  He buys a two-flat in a Jewish neighborhood, next door to a Jewish 

synagogue.  So when we got there we were kind of ostracized for a while, because we 

were Italian and most of them were Jewish.   

 It took about two or three months and we were in their homes.  We were with 

them.  We played ball with them.  We did everything!  In fact, when we went to the 

house, they have something like coffee-and in the morning.  We had our own plates, our 

own cups with our names on them.  

 So that‟s what I did when we lived on Francisco.   

 We were there for seventeen years.  They were seventeen of the best years of my 

life. 

 

So you were there when you went to high school. 
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 Yes.  And we walked to school.  I was going to Crane.   

 

Crane High School. 

 

 Yes.  Two-and-a-half miles every day, to and from.  Then, while I was in Crane, I 

joined the ROTC. 

 

What encouraged you to join the ROTC? 

 

 Well, I was always the type of guy who liked to see uniformity, and I thought it 

was a good idea to be in it.  So I joined it.  And of course I missed gym.  I joined it 

because my friends were in it and I liked what they were getting and so forth – what they 

were doing.  So I decided to join it.  When I left it, I was a lieutenant in the ROTC.   

 After the ROTC and I graduated, I went into the service.   

 No, I went to work for a couple of years and went into the service in 1943.   

 

And you were telling me before we started this that you went to the company that 

you’d spent your whole career at:  American Flange. 

 

 Right; 47 years. 

 

And what did they tell you when you went there and said you wanted a job? 

 

 They asked me if I would get an okay from my Mom and Dad. 

 

A written okay? 

 

 Yes, if I wanted to work in the summer months.  I had to bring that, and I had to 

bring my report card to them. 

 

So you were working there during the summer, and going to school the rest of the 

time, and in the ROTC. 

 

 Right.   

 Talking about the ROTC – that was something nice, too.  We wore our uniform, 

which was three days a week.  We would get on the streetcar, and we had a very nice 

conductor.  Of course, the price was costly – I mean, 7¢!  (Both chuckle.)  So he let us on 

for nothing. 

 

When you wore your uniform you got on for free. 

 

 Yes. 

 

What was the timing – what year was this about?  
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 I graduated in 1942-and-a-half.  So 1942 and four years before that, so 1939, 

1940, 1941 and 1942.   

 

So you got spared that 7¢. 
 

 You bet.   

 So that was it. 

 

And with your ROTC there was a commitment – that when you finished high 

school, what? 

 

 Oh.  Then it was being a second lieutenant in the National Guard.  That came 

automatically because I was an officer in the ROTC.   

 

What did your National Guard duty require? 

 

 I had very little to do there, because then I was going to Northwestern …  

 

Northwestern University. 

 

 Yes.  And it was pretty hard – how many things can you do!   

 And while I was going to Northwestern I was married.  We had a child – Paul.  I 

had a wonderful wife.  She used to do all my typing.  She did everything so that the next 

day I was able to go to school.  In other words, she did shorthand at night and she would 

type up my paper for the next day.  And that continued on. 

 

So you went to Northwestern when you were 27, 1951. 

 

 Well, there was a long span.  I got married in 1950.  And in 1950 I got that letter 

saying if I didn‟t take my schooling I would lose it.   

 

Let’s go back to when you were in high school, and we’ll get to your college after 

that.  So you graduated high school.  You were 18 when you graduated.  And what 

happened then? 

 

 After that I went to work at American Flange.  And I was working there until I 

was inducted in the service. 

 

Draft and Induction into Military Service 

 

So you were drafted? 

 

 Yes.  

 

When were you drafted? 
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 In February, 1943:  February 24. 

 

How old were you at that time? 

 

 In 1943 I was about 20 years old – let‟s see. 

 

You turned 20 in June that year, so you were 19 when you got drafted.   

 

 Right.  And I was in the service until March 15, 1946.   

 

So in 1943, when you were drafted, how did your family react?  How did you feel 

when you got your draft notice? 
 

 Well, when I got my draft notice … there had been a reason I didn‟t join.  It was 

because my company said they needed me, and they could defer me.  And when I 

received my induction notice, I said, “You need me.  So does the Army need me.  And 

I‟d rather serve my country.”  And that‟s what happened. 

 

So you left American Flange and went into the Army. 

 

 Yes.  And at the that time I was a foreman for American Flange.   

 So I went into the service, and I was there from February 24 (1943) until March 

15 of 1946. 

 

Let’s talk about the day you were inducted.  Where were you inducted, first of all? 

 

 In Chicago. 

 

At Ft. Sheridan? 

 

 At Camp Grant. 

 

What was that first day like?  What happened?  How did you get there?  What 

happened when you got there? 

 

 Well, we met there on Kedzie and Roosevelt and there was a big bus waiting for 

us.  There must have been about 30 or 40 guys getting on that bus to go to Camp Grant.   

 We got to Camp Grant – I‟ll never forget it!  We got to Camp Grant and they 

asked, “Are you guys hungry?”  And we were starving.  I said, “Yeah, I‟m hungry.”  So 

we ate. 

 After that they assigned us to a barracks.  And we stayed there for a while. 

 

Did you eat with the other guys at Camp Grant? 

 

 Yes.  We ate in their mess hall. 
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 After that they said we were getting our papers.  We were going to Ft. Lewis, 

Washington.   

 

That’s a long trip!   

 

 Four days. 

 

You had been sworn in already? 

 

 Yes. 

 

What happened after your swearing in?  Did you get supplies? 

 

 Yes.  I got whatever clothing and all the paraphernalia you need.  You got your 

toiletries, your uniform. 

 

How did they do this?  Was it like an assembly line? 

 

 Yes.  You just go down to the quartermaster and he asks your size and you tell 

him what it is and he gives you the clothing.  Of course the pants never fit (both chuckle).  

But that‟s the way they did it. 

 

What happened with your civilian things? 

 

 I think they sent them home.  They sent them home. 

 

What were you allowed to keep, from what came with you – your wallet? 

 

 Yes – my rings, wallet; that‟s about it. 

 

They let you keep your rings. 

 

 Yes.  They let me keep them if I wanted to.  If not you could get rid of them.  And 

I wanted to keep them.  But I didn‟t have this (refers to rings he‟s wearing now).   

 

You didn’t have big rings yet. 

 

 I didn‟t have those kinds of rings.  I had a graduation ring from Crane.  And that 

was the only thing I had. 

 

Were you allowed to wear it? 

 

 Yes.  They told us we were allowed to wear it, but I gave it to my parents and told 

them to keep it.   

 

How long were you at Camp Grant? 
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 Maybe about a week. 

 

What did you do during that week? 

 

  Just every day:  go the mess hall, eat, wait for your papers.  And there‟s 

somebody taking down information from what you‟ve done and all that – background 

information. 

 

Like education and everything else? 

 

 Yes.  They do all that.   

 

Did they do a physical exam? 

 

 Oh, yes, definitely – a physical exam had to be done.  And I got my physical and 

they said I was capable of going.  So I went. 

 

 

Basic Training and Officer Candidate School 

 

So you were going to Washington. 

 

 Yes.  They put us on a troop train, and it took four days to get there.  And right 

away somebody told them I was a lieutenant in the ROTC.  And they said I was in charge 

of the troop train. 

 

And how old – you were nineteen (Ms. Barrett chuckles)?  How many men were on 

the troop train? 

 

 About four or five hundred!  And I said, “What do you mean?”  They said they 

just wanted me to make sure the boys were satisfied.  I said I wasn‟t in the Army yet, but 

they said I could do it.  I said I would.  So, all the way to Washington I had to babysit.   

 

What did you do in this capacity? 

 

 All I did – anybody who was in need, had problems or something, got sick, I 

made sure the captain knew about it.  We had officers on board.  I had about three or four 

guys with me, and we had to go from one car to another in the train.   

 It took us four days.  And there was „lights out‟ at night.  That was secrecy – 

something we don‟t have today. 

  

So you were on this train.  Other than checking on everybody, how did you pass the 

time?  Did you have any time free, or were you busy with these responsibilities? 
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 Well, you really don‟t do anything other than that, but talk to different people – 

who they were, what you did, how did you get here – casual talking. 

 

Did you know anybody from ROTC there? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  I had about eight or nine guys from my area, from Chicago.  I‟d say 

about six or seven guys who were from my block. 

 

Okay.  So you took this train trip to Washington … 

 

 We got to Washington and they assigned us to barracks.  We went through basic 

training.  

 

Let’s talk about that.  What were your barracks like?  

 

 It was a two-floor job. 

 

Which means what? 
 

 We had beds on the first floor, and beds on the second floor. 

 

Were they bunk beds? 

 

 They were single, not double.  We had single beds.  Some people might have had 

double beds, but we had single beds.  In fact there is a picture (refers to pictures he 

brought). 

 Then after that we had the second floor.  Like say, for instance my first promotion 

was to corporal – that‟s after a while; after basic.  So we had basic. 

 

The barracks – was it one long room with the beds on the sides? 

 

 Yes.  It was one big building. 

 

How many men on one floor? 

 

 I would say about 20 on the first floor and about 20 on the second. 

 

So you were assigned your bed. 

 

 We were assigned to a bed. 

 

And you had a locker? 

 

 I had a locker, a bed … 

 

Did you have to have everything in a certain order? 
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 If you notice, I‟ve got pictures of that.  We had to have everything hung a certain 

way.  All our clothes had to be hung a certain way.  That was number one.  The only 

thing you could have was a pin-up girl, and that was the only thing you could have.  And 

your hats would be up there in a certain position.  Your locker had to be in order – 

stockings, this that and everything; everything had to be in order. 

 

And if it wasn’t, what happened? 

 

 Then you got a little bit of – KP was one; the other was you might have to go 

around picking up paper in one of the yards or something like that. 

 

In addition to fixing the problem. 

 

 Yes.  That‟s about it.  There were no demerits or anything. 

 

Did anybody that you saw have to do that? 

 

 Very few.  And the officers were good, too.  They were understanding.  Don‟t 

forget, we were novices – we were just starting. 

 

How did they wake you up in the morning? 

 

 Oh, 6:00 there was a whistle.  The sergeant would come down – he had a private 

room on the second floor.  He would come down and blow the whistle.   

 You‟d get yourself ready, mess … 

 Let‟s see:  6:30 we had to be in line to go to the mess hall. 

 

You marched together to go to the mess hall. 

 

 In a big long line. 

 

So you said he blew the whistle at 6:00, so you had a half hour to clean up, make the 

bed … 

 

 Take a shower and everything else.  I think it was between 6:00 and 7:00.  Then 

we had to line up.  Then we went into the cafeteria one at a time.  And you picked up 

your tray as you went along, and went to your seat. 

 

And what kind of food did you have? 

 

 I‟ll tell you, it was pretty good.  We had eggs, bacon or ham.  Sometimes we had 

this hash – corned beef hash – I never went for it.  Then they had different types of fruit; 

milk, coffee, tea, bread. 

 

Did you have a certain amount of time to eat? 
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 Yes, about a half hour. 

 

And that was enough time? 

 

 Yes.   

 Then we had to go out, and we went in formation.  We would go back to the 

barracks, then we‟d go in formation.   

 After we go into formation, we stood at attention and would do all the things the 

officer would tell us to do.   

 Then you‟d get together and march.  After you march, you get to wherever they 

want you to go.  Then when you were through with that you‟d start your basic training.  

 

So you had breakfast, then you had a little bit of drill and calisthenics … 

 

 Calisthenics, right.  Then we went back to our barracks and we started our basic 

training. 

 The basic training was the obstacle course.  We got through with the obstacle 

course, and that was pretty rough.  Then we had what they called …  

 

What was on the obstacle course?  What did you have to do? 

 

 Marching and … 

 

Crawling under some wire? 

 

 Not yet.   

 First the marching, then after that we were doing the obstacle course.  In other 

words you were jumping over things.  It‟s hard to remember all that!  

  

Some climbing? 

 

 Yes, we did climbing, but we didn‟t do it like we did when we went to officers‟ 

training school.  That was different.  We had to climb, but we didn‟t have to go over.  

 

You had to climb a wall, or rope, or what? 

 

 A rope.  We had that.  Then we had marching.  And, boy, hikes! 

 

How long were the hikes? 

 

 They started off with about five miles the first day, then 10, then almost 20 – 

walking.  Boy.  And we had the Red Cross vehicle right along side of us.  If anyone felt 

dizzy or wasn‟t able to continue, they went into the Red Cross truck.   

 Boy, you‟re bringing back a lot of memories! 
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 Then, after that, every day you were going through this basic training.  It was 

constant.  Until they decided to send you wherever you were going to go.   

 This was in Ft. Lewis, Washington. 

 Then they decided what they were going to do with you. 

 

At Ft. Lewis, did they give you training with rifles? 

 

 Oh, yes!  Rifle training.  

 Oh, the obstacle course is where I got hurt. 

 

How did you get hurt? 

 

 After we went through all the basics, then I went in for officers‟ training school.  

When I went on the wall again, I was almost up and this fellow before me, when he got 

up there decided he was afraid.  So what does he do?  He puts his left foot on my left 

hand, and he puts his right foot on my right hand.  My hands got stung with pain.  I 

couldn‟t close them.  They opened up and I fell backwards.  I had on my pack and my 

trenching tool.  I fell on my trenching tool and it went into my spine.  That‟s when I had 

my spinal injury. 

 

And this was in officers’ school? 

 

 Yes. 

 

So this was not at Ft. Lewis. 

 

 No. 

 

It was at Ft. Lewis. 

 

 Yes.  They had a small officers group there.  The other was in Ft. Benning. 

 Anyway, I got hurt.  And what do they do?  They send me to the hospital.  It was 

a good thing there was a good lieutenant there, because when I fell I was hurting and he 

waited to move me until the medics came.  Then they sent me to Utah – Bushnell General 

Hospital.  And I was there until I was taken care of.  After that Dr. Di Puzza asked me if I 

wanted to go home, and I said, “No.”  I said to him I would do anything I could – office 

work or whatever – but I wanted to stay in the Army. 

 Then they sent me to military intelligence for just about a month or so.  And after 

that they put me in the finance office – they didn‟t know what to do with me, I guess.  

After that they decided to send me to Camp Cooke, California – to the MP‟s – to do 

administration work.  I didn‟t want to do administration work – I wanted to be out there 

doing something. 
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Duty Assignment 
 

You didn’t want to sit behind a desk. 

 

 Yes.  So they put me on guard duty.  I took care of camp entrances – when you 

walked into the camp you had to have a pass and all that other stuff; you‟ve seen pictures 

of that.  I did that for a while.   

 

How long did you do that? 

 

 I would say maybe about a year.   

 After that they said they were going to transfer me to town patrol. 

 

And what is town patrol? 

 

 You go to town and you‟re the MP in town.  We needed MP‟s in town because we 

had an awful lot of soldiers, a lot of Navy people.  So they needed MP‟s in town.  We 

were the town patrol – the MP town patrol.. 

 

You said there were a lot of guys coming back from overseas.   

 

 Yes.  In our camp.  In Camp Cooke we had the third armor division that came 

back.  And we had other divisions that came back.  And these guys sometimes would 

come to town without a pass.   

 I remember receiving a call while I was in charge of the MP‟s from a general who 

was there.  I can‟t remember his name.  Anyway, he called and said he had a whole group 

of people out there who didn‟t have passes.  He said he was sending six 6X6‟s to pick 

them up and bring them back. 

 

What was a 6X6? 

 

 It was a truck.   

 So we lined them all up and asked everybody for passes – which we really didn‟t 

want to do; nobody likes MP‟s.  Anyway, we were asked to check them out.  And 

anybody who didn‟t have a pass, or even anyone who had a pass and were in the third 

armor division we had to put them on a truck and send them back. 

 

Even if they had a pass? 

 

 Well, they didn‟t have any passes because they give one to them.  They were 

waiting to be discharged.  It takes a long time to get discharged. 

 So, anyway, the funniest thing happened. 

 I go into the bus station – now, I‟m in charge of the MP‟s.  I go into the bus 

station and who comes in but one of my best buddies who lived four houses away from 

me – Pat DiNello.  He comes in and says, “Dan!”  I said, “You‟re not going to go back 
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with them.  I‟m going to take you with me so that you‟re not arrested.”  Because he was 

out without a pass.  And that‟s how I met him.  Then, after that, we sent all the guys back.  

 We sent the guys back and after that we had just normal people coming in – 

normal soldiers who were coming in town everyday. 

 

Were most of the soldiers men who had come back from combat and waiting to be 

discharged? 

 

 They were all waiting to be discharged. 

 

So that had already seen some pretty tough stuff. 

 

 Oh, yes.  They were from Japan, Germany, Italy.  We had in our camp Italian 

prisoners and German prisoners.   

 The German prisoners, they did a lot of the kitchen stuff – cooking and things like 

that.  And they also worked in the maintenance division.  The Italian prisoners worked in 

the laundry, driving – they did other jobs – but they told us that if we need them to go 

fight for us they would! 

 

Really! 

 

 And we were giving them, at that time, if I can remember, 90¢ a day. 

 

The Germans too? 

 

 No.  Just the Italians because they said they would fight for us.  The Germans 

didn‟t say that.  So the Italians had a little bit more freedom because of that.  And that‟s 

how they were able to get dances on Sunday and so forth once a month. 

 And the girls would come in from California.  Every once in a while they would 

get into trouble and I would have to come into camp and interpret to the provost marshall 

what they were saying because I spoke Italian fluently.   

 So that was some of the things we did. 

 

You had German prisoners and Italian prisoners.  Did any problems arise when the 

Germans saw the Italians were getting more privileges? 

 

 No.  They were … 

 

Were they separated?   

 

 They were separated as far as the barracks that they lived in.  They were happy to 

be with us because we treated them within the camp rules. 

 We had one barracks – a small barracks – where we had some Nazis.  They were 

bad.  They wouldn‟t do anything we asked them to do.   

 

What sort of problems did they cause? 
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 Say, for instance, if you went in there … 

 One day I went in there and I saw a dog laying there, dead.  They had decided to 

kill him.   

 

They just decided to kill it for no reason. 

 

 Something went wrong.  The dog might have done something.  I don‟t want to say 

too much about them.  They were strictly Nazi type of people. 

 

How were they guarded in the barracks? 

 

 They were guarded with a fence around them.  There was no way of getting out.  

 

And the other German prisoners were not in a fenced area. 

 

 They were in a non-fenced area.  They had their own place. 

 

Was there any communication, or nothing between the two? 

 

 No, nothing. 

 The other thing – the Italians had the same thing; they had their own barracks.  

They were the tailors, and they did an awful lot of sewing for us.  Do you remember the 

Eisenhower jacket?  They would take our jackets – I happened to get two of them … 

 

And they made and Eisenhower jacket out of it (chuckles)? 

 

 Yeah! 

 

So the German prisoners – not the Nazis – the other German prisoners and the 

Italian prisoners pretty much could roam around the grounds?   

 

 Yes.   

 

And the town if they … 

 

 No, not the town – they couldn‟t go into town. 

 

They had to stay in the camp. 

 

 Yes.   

 Now, if, say for instance they had a relation in town where they asked them to 

come in and have dinner or something like that, then they had to get special permission 

from the commanding officer.  And the Italians would be able to go; not the Germans. 

 

Only the Italians, because the Italians said they would cooperate and fight. 
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 Yes.  It wasn‟t because of anything else.  But we got good cooperation from it all.  

We had the finest cooking.  We had the finest bakeries.  They were really wonderful.  

The German people were just as nice as everybody else we had there.  I can‟t say a thing 

about them.  In fact, they cried when I left.   

 

So they were treated very well, and so they wanted to reciprocate and help.   

 

 Yes.  They were wonderful. 

 I‟ll tell you, you got close – you got close with a lot of people.  I‟m very 

emotional anyway – I cry for nothing.  But that‟s life. 

 

So you had to deal with servicemen coming back waiting to be discharged, and some 

of these servicemen had fought in Germany.  How did they respond to these 

prisoners? 

 

 They were okay.  They didn‟t mind nothing.  Of course, you never know, but they 

never showed anything. 

 

You never had a problem. 

  

 We never had any altercations or anything.  They mingled in.  They were doing 

the cooking and stuff like that.   

 

They were doing service typed of work for you. 

 

 They didn‟t do it for all the armor and everybody else.  They did it for a few.  

Because the armor division had their own KP‟s.  The Navy had their own, and the 

Marines had their own.  They all had their own cooks.  We, in our detachment, is where 

we got the MP‟s and the service people who worked in finance and all that other stuff 

that we had to do – the administration office.  So they were pretty much there. 

 

So you would go into town … 

 

 No.  Once I got promoted to sergeant, that is when they said they needed someone 

to run the town patrol.   

 

So you were in camp, and you got promoted to sergeant.  How old were you when 

you got promoted to sergeant? 

 

 It must have been – let‟s see, I got out in 1946; I would say it was the latter part of 

1944.  I was about 21.  I got promoted to be a sergeant.  Then they said to me they needed 

someone to run the town patrol. 

 

And this was going and bringing anyone who was causing a problem? 
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 No.  I went to town patrol and I had three towns – Guadalupe, Casmalia, Santa 

Maria. 

 And I worked with the civilian authorities. 

 

In each of those towns.   

 

 Yes. 

 

And your responsibilities were what? 

 

 Well, to make sure that we had the MP‟s out there every morning, every day.  I 

had a driver.  I had to go to all of these places everyday, all day long and see how they 

were doing – whether they had enough of something, or if people didn‟t make it or 

whatever the case may be.  That was my job – to see that the town patrol was well 

handled, and that the inspections.  And I had to inspect them, too, to see that they were 

wearing the right clothes. 

 

The MP’s?  Were they sometimes not wearing the right clothes?  

 

 Well, sometimes they didn‟t want to put the tie on. 

 

Because it was warm. 

 

 And I‟d tell them.  But, anyway, I‟d go into the office and write up all the 

misbehaviors or whatever – the different cases we had.  Then I‟d have to turn them into 

the provost marshall. 

 

How many MP’s did you have under your command?  

 

 I‟d have to count them off that list.   

 

Like a dozen – more than that, less than that? 

 

 I‟d say about 24. 

 

About two dozen. 

 

 Then I‟d have to report to the provost marshall what took place or whatever the 

case may be.  And that would be it. 

 

You said there were some difficult situations when people would get drunk. 

 

 Oh, God.  We had a lot of people – well, not a lot.  But some soldiers they had 

this decapitation. 

 

Tell us a little bit about that. 



 

  

 

16 

 

 We were riding in the car at the time.  And we saw this accident – saw the 

policemen there and everything.  I saw two boys – two soldiers – and they went 

underneath the trailer and it decapitated them. 

 

I think you said before this that they had been drinking and bought this convertible 

… 

 

 Yes.  They were drinking.  That was the worst. 

 Then we had husbands and wives – family; a soldier comes in and finds out his 

wife was in bed with somebody else. 

 

Family problems. 

 

 So we had all of that, too, that we had to contend with.  Anything that had to do 

with a soldier, regardless of what, we were called in.  Sometimes they would get very 

angry and do something they shouldn‟t do.  We had to tell them to keep their senses – 

leave the wife and let that be it.   

 We had what they called family problems because a lot of soldiers, some of them 

the wives lived close by the camp.  And when they lived close by the camp, when their 

husbands were on maneuvers or whatever, well, they were “playing.”  And we would 

have to go and do something to keep it from getting any further than it did. 

 Other than that, that‟s about it. 

 

How long were you at Camp Cooke? 

 

 About two years. 

 

Since your job required you to go to the different towns to make sure everything 

was okay, what did you do in your free time? 

 

 Go to the PX.  You saw the entertainment we had from time-to-time. 

 

What type of entertainment did you have? 

 

 Well, say for instance they had a couple who would play an instrument – we 

would dance.  The girls were there, and we danced.  And, as you saw, I was between four 

of them over there (refers to the pictures he has) – they were troublemakers.  That was the 

entertainment. 

 Oh!  I almost forgot.  We had Bob Hope.  We had … 

 

Bob Hope came to Camp Cooke? 

 

 Yes.  We had different entertainers.   

 

You can’t think of them. 
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 I can‟t think of them. 

 

Well, let’s talk a little bit and maybe it will come to you.  When Bob Hope came – 

the whole camp turned out?  Did you have a stage? 

 

 Yes, the whole camp came out.  We had a stage. 

 

Was it outside? 

 

 No, it was inside.  We had a big assembly hall. 

 

Did your Italian and German prisoners hear any of this, or was it just you guys. 

 

 It was just us.   

 

Did he have a good reception? 

 

 (Mr. Ruffolo is thinking of more of the entertainers)  We had the blond who was 

married to Harry James.  We had Harry James, too.  We had his wife, too.  She was a 

terrific actress, but I can‟t think of her name offhand.  I‟ll probably go home and 

remember it! 

 

So how often did you get a special show like this? 

 

 We used to get one about twice a year.  We had Hollywood people coming in.  I 

can‟t think of their names offhand. 

 

That must have been a big boost to morale when they came in. 

 

 Oh.  Good, God, yes!  Jack Benny, Rita Hayworth, Bob Hope, Rudy Valie. 

 

You had some very big names coming in. 

 

 What was James‟ wife name? Betty Grable, She was wonderful.  She used to 

come in.  In fact, they came in with an entourage, and I had to make sure they were 

coming and taken care of.   

 

So you got to meet these people. 

 

 Yes.   

 

Personally. 

 

 Oh, yeah.  And this one I danced with and I can‟t remember her name!  It was 

Harry James‟ wife, Betty Grable. 
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When these people came, and you said it was a big boost to morale, did that make 

your job easier?  Did people kind of settle down? 

 

 Oh, you bet!  They were looking forward to it.  They really enjoyed all the 

entertainment we got.  And they were wonderful, wonderful people. 

 

So, when you were at Camp Cooke – I meant to ask you – you had barracks when 

you were at Ft. Lewis. 

 

 Oh.  When I was living in town – in the town patrol – I was living in the police 

station. 

 

You were living in the police station? 

 

 The civilian police station.  We were living upstairs. 

 

So there was a flat upstairs.  So you weren’t actually on base at that point.  

 

 No.  I had to be … 

 

You had to be available. 

 

 Yes.  I was living on the second floor of the police station with about six fellows.  

The rest of them came in from camp. 

 

So you were living more of a civilian lifestyle even though you were in the Army.   

 

 Right.  Well, because I had to take care of the town patrol.  They couldn‟t wait 

until I came in from camp.  I had to be right there.  That was nice. 

 

So you had a little different Army experience than a lot of people. 

 

 Yes.  The responsibilities were there, but it was a little different because I was in 

town. 

 

So, you were at Camp Cooke until when? 

 

 Until I got discharged. 

 

 

Discharge and Return to Civilian Life 
 

You were in the Army for four years? 

 

 Three years and 15 days I think it was. 
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Three years and 15 days. 

 

 Let‟s see – from February 24, 1943 to March 15, 1946 – so that‟s three years and 

about 15 days. 

 

When your time was up, where were you discharged? 

 

 Out of Camp Grant. 

 

How did you get back to Camp Grant? 

 

 The long ride! 

 

Troop train? 

 

 Troop train, yes.  Then I got back and was interviewed when we got back to make 

sure they had all the paperwork and wrote out the discharges and all the other stuff.  After 

that your family picked you up. 

 

Did anyone try to convince you to reenlist? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  I told them I thought I had enough.  To be honest with you, I wanted to 

stay in, but my parents kept saying I had so much more to offer in life – you don‟t want 

to stay in the service anymore. 

 

So they felt you had done your duty for your country. 

 

 Not only that, but American Flange wanted me back.   

 

So the company you worked for wanted you back, your parents wanted you back 

and you decided to go back.  So when you got discharged, you said your parents met 

you.  

 

 Oh, I‟ve got all kinds of pictures of when I got back (takes out pictures). 

 

They had a big celebration.   

 

 Oh, yeah. 

 

What was it like when you got home? 

 

 It was a tearful time.   

 My mother came to see me when I was sick. 

 

When you were in the hospital after your accident? 
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 Yes, Ft. Lewis, Washington. 

 

So she was worried about you, and she was very glad to have you home. 

 

 And my brother, Frank. 

 

She and your brother, Frank?  So they were glad you were okay, and they just 

wanted you home. 

 

 Yes.  When I got home I was kind of thankful that I was able to get home.   

 

What was the first thing you did when you got home?  What was the first thing you 

did after this big party? 

 

 Well, I had a girlfriend here whom I was engaged to.  And I told her this was not 

right to be without me for the last three years – because I was engaged before I went into 

the service.  And she stuck it out.  After that, toward the end – I don‟t know if you want 

to put this in – toward the end of my last year in service, I said I didn‟t know how much 

longer I was going to be in and it was foolish for her to wait for me.  And I thought it was 

best that we break up.  I was thinking of her.  She didn‟t want to do that, but I thought it 

was best.  And that was it. 

 

And you didn’t see her after that. 

 

 She saw me when I got home, and that was that.   

 

And that’s not the woman you married. 

 

 No.  I married a woman who lived a block away from me!   

 

So you got home, you don’t have a fiancé now, your parents – your family – were 

happy you were back, American Flange … 

 

 I had a fiancé until … she welcomed me back, that‟s right.  But I had broken up 

before that.  She welcomed me back.   

 And after that the family got together.  We had days together and different 

pictures.  I baptized the baby – there‟s pictures of that, too.  My sister waited until I got 

home for the Baptism.  And I continued on with social life as normal. 

 

So when you got home you didn’t go to school right away, you went back to work.  

And American Flange just brought you right back. 

 

 Yes.  And after that … 

 

Did you have a little break in between? 
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 Maybe about a month.   

 

So a little month of R&R and you went back to work.   

 

 When I got that letter, that was … No.  I went back to work and got married in 

1950, that‟s when I got that letter from the government that said if I didn‟t take my 

schooling I would lose it.  So that‟s when I went to Northwestern. 

 

So you went to Northwestern University in Evanston.  And you got a degree in 

what? 

 

 No.  In Chicago.  And I got my management degree.  Then after that I was 

working for American Flange.  And then we had four children.   

 The first child, unfortunately, -- no, the second child.  The first was a boy, Paul.  

Then Nancy Ann.  She lived only six months.  Then we had Denise, Gregory, and that‟s 

the whole family.   

 

And you settled down in Chicago at the time? 

 

 My mother had a flat in her three-flat building.  So my wife and I went to live 

there.  After that we bought a home in Chicago by the airport – 6131 something; 61
st
 

Street.  We got through with that one and from there we went to Berwyn.  From Berwyn 

we went to Westchester – bought a home in Westchester.  My wife got a realtor and we 

went to Darien.   

 

So you kept moving west. 

 

 Yes.  And that was it. 

 

 

Lasting Impressions 
 

When you look back at your time in the military, how did your experiences there 

affect your way of thinking about what you see going on in the world today? 

 

 What I see happening in the world today is unfortunate.  I feel I think President 

Obama has given us a little bit of a problem.  And the reason I say that is that we have no 

jobs, we spent an awful lot of money, we‟re in debt and our children will have to pay for 

it.  I‟m not too fond of the health insurance, but it‟s there for people who want it.  I 

honestly believe – I can‟t tell you anymore.  It seems to me that everything we‟re doing, 

we‟re doing something that‟s not doing right for the country.  I have … what can I say.  

 People have lost their jobs.  They‟re begging.  Sunday when I went to church 

there was a man with two children and a baby.  He had a sign that said, “I lost my job.  I 

can‟t pay my rent.  I can‟t feed my children.”  When you see that, we‟re going back 

many, many years to the Depression we had.   
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 But I hope we get this thing in Iraq out of the way, and I hope Afghanistan.  I‟d 

like to see – if it were me, it‟s about time we tell each of these countries we‟ve been here 

long enough, we‟ve helped long enough, I think our boys should come back.  I don‟t 

think that we need to baby them anymore or take care of them because I think we‟ve 

done an awful lot.   

 Now, they say perhaps if we let them go they‟ll attack us.  Well, I think we should 

strengthen ourselves.  I don‟t like what I see, and all the boys.  We killed enough boys in 

World War II – over 500,000.  We don‟t need this.  We don‟t need this.  And I just hope 

that things change, but I can‟t see that they will. 

 

Let me ask you about for your life – your service in the military:  Do you think it 

had a good impact in your life?   

 

 Yes. 

 

How was that? 

 

 I would say that I learned … well, I did learn discipline before I went in because I 

was in ROTC.  But I learned what it was to see the hazards of wars, the boys that come 

back.  The biggest thing that I saw that I thought was something the civilian people have 

done, is that when we had World War II, it seemed like civilian people who were 

working worked real hard to build ships, ammunition – everything we could possibly 

need.  Because we were going in – we had World War I uniforms, helmets and 

everything else.  We had to bring that all up to date – airplanes and everything else.  And 

they worked – women, men, everybody.   

 

So you’re saying the country really pulled together to supply the armed forces. 

 

 Right.  They did a marvelous job.  And without them we would never have 

succeeded.   

 

One more thing I want to talk about is that you were on an Honor Flight recently to 

the World War II Memorial  in Washington, D.C.  Tell us about that. 

 

 It was beautiful.  The memorials – the Korean, the Vietnam memorials – were 

built long before the World War II memorial was built.  And the only reason that I think 

it started was because of Dole. 

 

Senator Bob Dole.   

 

 Right.  And after seeing all of that and the beautiful crosses – it‟s all in the book 

here (refers to his pictures) – it was out of this world. 

 

You said your son, Paul, made the arrangements for you to go. 
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 He made all the arrangements.  But all of these places were unbelievable, 

unbelievable.  You couldn‟t even imagine that this was there until we went there.  It‟s all 

in here (refers to his pictures).   

 Like I say, it was a tear-jerker because of the way we were treated.  Everybody 

was so kind to us.  Like I told you, when we came back – going there we didn‟t have too 

much of a ceremony.  But coming back we had at least 100 civilians on each side waiting 

for us to come through the aisle … 

 

At the airport. 

 

 At Midway Airport, waiting for us.  And as we went through they were shaking 

our hands and thanking us, all the way down.  It was a very touching time.   

 When we got through with the civilians, we had the military – we have the Navy 

– and they all came to attention and saluted us.  And they had the honor guard.  

Everything was just out of this world.  I could never express my gratitude.   

 At the end, my entire family – they were all there.   

 

And you also showed us a packet of letters you got from people who were thanking  

you for your service.   
 

 Yes.  And these were from my family.   

 

You got some from your family, and also from people you didn’t know.  

 

 And these are all (refers to things he brought) the letters from the people.   

 

Very nice. 

 

 That was out of this world. 

 

And I know it was written up in the local paper then, as well.   

 

 So that‟s about it.   

 I didn‟t think I was going to go through all of this!  I didn‟t want to say anything 

about myself! 

 

Is there anything we haven’t talked about that you’d like to mention before we 

finish this interview? 

 

 I think you covered everything.   

 

In that case, thank you very much for sharing your story. 

 

 

 

 


